
Grade 1 – ELA Pre-Assessment Unit 2 

 

 

Writing – W.1.3-Priority Standard 

Writing Situation 

Think about a special time that made you feel really happy. It might be a birthday celebration, a trip you 

took, a funny story, or even something that happened in school. (Allow an opportunity for class 

discussion.) 

 

 

Directions for Writing 

Write about a special time you felt really happy. Remember to tell the events in the order that they 

happened. Also, tell where it happened, who was there, and why it made you feel happy. 

 

 Students may use the writing paper they are accustomed to using in class. 

 

 

 

Focus for Writing Standard 

For this task, students will write an essay that will: 

 Write a narrative recounting two or more sequenced events 

 Include details regarding what happened 

 Use temporal words to signal event order 

 Provide a sense of closure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Name_________________________________________  Date____________________ 

Essential Questions (small group) 

 

Work with small groups of students if needed.  Ask the essential questions and record responses.   

 

1. What can I do to help me understand the events that happened in the text? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are some things I can do to help keep my story organized and interesting? 

 

 

 



 

 

Pre-assessment Writing Rubric – Grade 1  
(check all that apply) 

 

Stages: 

Pre-conventional Emerging Beginning 
 

□ Makes marks on paper 

(drawing, scribbling, 

pretend writing)  

□ Relies primarily on 

drawing to convey 

meaning  

□ May write some random 

recognizable letters  

□ Begins to write first 

name  

□ Dictates writing to 

convey meaning  

□ Tells about own 

“writing” and pictures or 

pretends to “read” own 

writing  

 
 

 

□ Copies names and familiar 

words  

□ Uses pictures and print to 

convey meaning  

□ Begins to match sounds to 

letters  

□ Generally prints with 

uppercase letters  

□ Represents whole word 

with beginning consonant or 

string of random letters  

□ Writing placed randomly 

on page  

□ May experiment with 

punctuation  

□ Begins to write left to right  

□ Dictates writing to convey 

meaning  

□ Begins to “read” own 

writing  
 
 
 

 

□ Writes names and favorite 

words  

□ With guidance, names topic 

and writes using drawings, 

words and/or simple sentences  

□ Writes about simple topics and 

orders events (beginning, middle, 

and end)  

□ Uses text to convey meaning 

with less support from the 

illustration  

□ Writing is from top to 

bottom/left to right  

□ Interchanges uppercase and 

lowercase letters  

□ Begins to use spaces between 

phonetically spelled “words”  

□ Uses more than one 

sound/letter to represent words  

□ Letters are chosen on the basis 

of sound not based on 

conventional spelling patterns  

□ Begins to use punctuation  
□ Reads own writing to share  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

Developing Transitional Expanding 
 

□ Introduces or names topic  

□ Writes recognizable short 

sentences  

□ Writes about opinions, 

observations and 

experiences with some 

descriptive words  

□ Writes simple facts about 

topic (nonfiction pieces)  

□ Orders events with some 

temporal words  

□ Adds some details  

□ Provides some sense of 

closure to writing  

□ Uses uppercase and 

lowercase letters 

appropriately  

□ Uses periods and question 

marks appropriately  

□ Uses phonetic spelling  

□ With prompting and 

support, adds details to 

strengthen writing  

□ Writes some high 

frequency words  

□ Reads and shares own 

writing  

□ Provides feedback to peers 

about their writing  
 
 
 
 
 

 

□ Writes complete sentences 

with a central idea/topic in 

mind  

□ Writes about opinions, 

observations and 

experiences with descriptive 

words  

□ Writes nonfiction pieces 

(e.g. magazine articles)  

□ Recounts an event or 

sequence of events  

□ Includes details, feelings, 

and thoughts  

□ Provides concluding 

statement or section  

□ Uses uppercase and 

lowercase letters 

appropriately  

□ Places commas where 

needed in dates or a series of 

single words  

□ Correctly uses periods and 

question marks  

□ Correctly spells many high 

frequency words  

□ Uses logical phonetic 

spelling  

□ Spells simple and some 

high frequency words 

correctly  

□ With guidance and 

support, adds details to 

strengthen writing  

□ Shares writing with peers  
 

 

□ Writes in various formats 

(nonfiction, fiction, narrative, 

poetry, etc.)  

□ Organizes ideas in a logical 

sequence  

□ Maintains central idea 

throughout the piece  

□ Recounts a well elaborated 

event or sequence of events  

□ Includes details, feelings and 

thoughts  

□ Provides concluding statement 

or section  

□ Edits for spelling and 

punctuation accurately  

□ Strengthens writing by editing 

and revising with feedback  

□ Begins to develop paragraphs  

□ Spells most high frequency 

words correctly and phonetic 

spelling represents a close 

representation (May still use 

phonetic spelling for advanced 

words)  

□ Shares writing with peers and  
 



 

Essential Questions 

Sample acceptable responses: 

1. I can think about what happens in the beginning, middle, and end of the story. 

 

 

2. I can look at the letters in the word and think about the sounds the letters make. 

 

3. I can make sure my story tells events in order by using sequence words. I and make my story 

interesting by including details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Optional pre-assessment for Priority Standards 

Grade 1 – ELA Pre-Assessment Unit 2 

 

Name ____________________________________   Date _______________________ 

 

Reading Foundations 

 

Digraph Recognition 

 

Directions:  Look at the pictures.  Circle the beginning sound you hear for each word. 

  

        

 

sh            th             ch                                                     sh               th               ch 

 

 

 

 

 sh            ch            wh 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=shell&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1708&bih=735&tbm=isch&tbnid=qZGT_wKVTjl3wM:&imgrefurl=http://cas.umt.edu/english/joyce/notes/020030scallop.htm&docid=y9CtPNbJBF-1eM&imgurl=http://cas.umt.edu/english/joyce/notes/episode_2_images/images/ScallopShell.jpg&w=600&h=400&ei=xqCvUejpL6nm0gHT8YDADw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:2,s:0,i:89&iact=rc&dur=3441&page=1&tbnh=180&tbnw=272&start=0&ndsp=21&tx=154.5&ty=124.5
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=think&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1708&bih=735&tbm=isch&tbnid=G6m3d7HfWnJGcM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ronitbaras.com/emotional-intelligence/personal-development-c/self-esteem-mini-course-part-17/&docid=XpGBRVwsjnUMjM&imgurl=http://uploads.ronitbaras.com/2009/01/clip-image002.gif&w=153&h=242&ei=M6GvUfSBIojM0wGgjYGQDg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:21,s:0,i:151&iact=rc&dur=4635&page=1&tbnh=191&tbnw=121&start=0&ndsp=24&tx=62.25&ty=76.5
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=wheels&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=zwFATwmaKUGulM&tbnid=K_zRqSSwEEDPpM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.melrosewheelchairs.com/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=8_2&ei=_aKvUczVFOz_4APhmoAI&bvm=bv.47380653,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFdUOLN-biU7hDNigJhKDyVKT2dtQ&ust=1370551401050770


Directions:  Look at the picture.  Circle the ending sound for each word. 

 

         

 

sh            th             ch           sh             th             ch 

 

 

 

 

 

sh          wh         ck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=branches&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1708&bih=735&tbm=isch&tbnid=CktWdfpTt_IQnM:&imgrefurl=http://www.exo-terra.com/en/products/forest_branch.php&docid=RtVmCFvg5JKerM&imgurl=http://www.exo-terra.com/download/high_res/products/images/PT3075_Forest_Branch.jpg&w=2362&h=1296&ei=6KGvUczIHPSi4AOw44HgAg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:12,s:0,i:116&iact=rc&dur=1025&page=1&tbnh=166&tbnw=303&start=0&ndsp=18&tx=128.25&ty=97.25
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=plates&start=88&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1708&bih=735&tbm=isch&tbnid=MtcizqcXTlL4XM:&imgrefurl=http://www.partyatlewis.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc?Screen=CTGY&Category_code=classicware&docid=cHrphU-EuvRtjM&imgurl=http://www.partyatlewis.com/Merchant2/graphics/00000001/24745-cz.jpg&w=300&h=300&ei=KqKvUeqPJfHp0QH7y4DQBQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:15,s:100,i:49&iact=rc&dur=834&page=4&tbnh=187&tbnw=187&ndsp=32&tx=121.5&ty=68.25
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=duck&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1708&bih=735&tbm=isch&tbnid=kVVjKEyWEV6utM:&imgrefurl=http://psychiatrist-blog.blogspot.com/2011/02/duck-was-nixed.html&docid=Tc9w-fOyc2W84M&imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-j49xTVdZe7g/TVnmq6phXxI/AAAAAAAABpA/Pm45FErBfQQ/s1600/hopkins%2Bduck.jpg&w=1600&h=1509&ei=NKOvUZn1CISD0QH704CgCQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:7,s:0,i:101


 

Student Name ____________________________________  Date ___________________ 

 

 

Reading Foundations Scoring Rubric: 

 

 

Beginning digraphs:     _____________/3 

   

 

Ending digraphs:     _____________/3 

 

 

Total Score:       _____________/6 

 


